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Following the demise of J. Stalin and a prolonged 

struggle for singular authority, the ascendancy of M. 

Khrushchev inevitably led to adjustments in both the 

republic and the entirety of the USSR. Notably, 

Khrushchev's confidential address in February 1956 

during the XX Congress of the CPSU left an indelible 

mark not only on the assembly's attendees but also res-

onated throughout the entire nation. This impact per-

sisted despite the official publication of the report's 

text. A more temperate version of the report's key the-

ses was publicly disseminated through the CPSU Cen-

tral Committee's resolution on June 30, 1956, titled “On 

Overcoming the Cult of Personality and Its Conse-

quences.” The decisions emanating from the XX Con-

gress not only initiated the process of de-Stalinization 

and the liberalization of various facets of social and po-

litical life, commonly referred to by contemporaries as 

the “thaw.” The historical significance of the 1956 

party congress, from the perspective of scholarly in-

quiry, primarily lies in halting the proliferation of Rus-

sian great-power chauvinism. This chauvinistic stance 

had notably fortified its position during the postwar 

decade with the backing of the “Father of Nations.” 

Nonetheless, in our assessment, simplifying the 

connection between historical science and the Soviet 

government to historians merely executing the direc-

tives of party congresses and resolutions from the Cen-

tral Committee oversimplifies the intricate and mult i-

faceted nature of this subordination. This standpoint is 

substantiated by endeavors to alter the state of affairs in 

the field of social sciences, evident even before the con-

vening of the XX Congress of the CPSU. For instance, 

as early as 1953, the theses presented by the Depart-

ment of Propaganda and Agitation of the CPSU Central 

Committee and the Institute of Marxism-Leninism un-

der the CPSU Central Committee in “Fifty Years of the 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union (1903-1953)” 

highlighted the imperative to eliminate the propagation 

of the idealistic theory of the cult of personality. In Oc-

tober 1953, during the session of the Department of 

CPSU History of the Academy of Social Sciences un-

der the CPSU Central Committee, a critique of the cult 

of personality was articulated in general terms, and the-

ses aligned with the spirit of J. Stalin’s cult underwent 

a critical reassessment. 

The resolution of the Central Committee of the 

CPSU of 24 December 1953 “On serious shortcomings 

in the work of the State Publishing House of Political 

Literature” negatively assessed the historians’ constant 

use of extensive quotations from Stalin’s works and 

speeches, the poor disclosure of the collective leader-

ship role of the party, and noted the negative trend man-

ifested in the practical lack of progress in the study of 

the history of Soviet society, in particular the role of the 

masses in history, and the lack of monographic works. 

In 1954-1955, a number of decisions were made regard-

ing the participation of Soviet science representatives 

in the work of the International Sociological Associa-

tion and the International Political Science Association 

in order to establish contacts with foreign scholars who 

held “progressive” views and to “get to know ideologi-

cal enemies better”. Thus, under the influence of J. Sta-

lin’s death, the virtually bloodless struggle for power 

and the first rehabilitations, latent changes began to 

take place in the minds of some representatives of the 

social sciences even before the XX Congress of the 

CPSU. However, we are not talking about any cardinal 

shifts. After all, despite the “thaw” in all spheres of so-

cial and political life, the basic principles and ap-

proaches to historiography remained unchanged in the 

constitution of Soviet historiography. At the same time, 

the most “blatant” ideologemes of the Stalin era inter-

pretation of the past were definitely rejected. However, 

the Russian-centric conception of history was still pre-

served. 

M. Suslov’s and A. Mikoian’s speeches at the XX 

Party Congress harshly criticized the social sciences, 

accusing Soviet historians of spreading dogmatism, de-

tachment from life, and the negative influence of the 

cult of personality. Academician H. Pankratova and 

President of the Academy of Sciences O. Nesmeianov  
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acknowledged the validity of the criticism. M. Khrush-

chev’s report “On the Cult of Personality and Its Con-

sequences” also criticized and called for a revision of 

the scientific dogmas formulated during the Stalin era. 

The end of the Stalin’s dictatorship brought with  

it severe measures involving direct physical elimination  

to suppress any expression of dissent. The democrati-

zation of social and political life, especially in the first 

years after the XX Congress of the CPSU, contributed 

to the increase in historians’ creative freedom. The gen-

eral warming in the national policy of the center to-

wards the Ukrainian SSR as the “second among equal” 

republics of the Soviet Union and Ukrainian Soviet his-

torians in particular resulted in the foundation of the 

Ukrainian Historical Journal (UHJ) in 1957, which be-

came the first professional historical journal in the re-

public since the mid-1930s. In addition to the UHJ, the 

all-Union Istoriia SSSR (History of the USSR) (1957), 

Novaia i Noveishaia Istoriyia (Early Modern and Mod-

ern History) (1957), and Voprosy Istorii KPSS (Issues 

of CPUS History) (1957) began to be published, and 

the number of university and institute collections was 

constantly increasing. 

At the same time, in order to stop a whole Pleiad  

of Soviet historians from perceiving dosed and exclu-

sively controlled liberalization as a completely new so-

cio-political formation that seemed completely to break 

with the despotic Stalin’s tyranny and “come down to 

earth”, in the same year of 1957 the staff of one of the 

leading professional historical publications suffered a 

demonstrative defeat. We are talking about the Resolu-

tion of the CPSU Central Committee of 9 March 1957 

“On the Journal “Voprosy Istorii (Issues  of History)”. 

Officially, the journal staff was accused of deviating 

from the principles of party membership as outlined by 

Lenin. Unofficially, they were accused of too much  

destalinization and independence of research opinions. 

The fate of the journal s taff became a model for all So-

viet historians, without exception, as a warning against 

arbitrariness and deviation from the officially sanc-

tioned doctrinal framework on any matter. 

Later, choosing between the “carrot” and the 

“stick”, Khrushchev’s leadership shifted the emphasis 

to the “carrot” – material and moral rewards for those 

researchers who “correctly” studied history. Scholars 

were a stratum that was completely materially depend-

ent on the authorities. In addition, in the second half of 

the 1950s, the field of science held the foremost posi-

tion in terms of salaries, surpassing that of engineering 

and technical professionals, as well as the compensa-

tion in other sectors such as industry and construction. 

Moreover, the historical domain served as a wellspring  

for staffing party structures and reciprocally functioned 

as a “reserve airfield” following state and party engage-

ments. These conditions inevitably heightened the alle-

giance of the scientific personnel and, consequently, in-

fluenced the trajectory of their chosen research and its 

inherent characteristics. 

The lack of free access to primary sources in ar-

chives remained one of the Soviet historians’ main  

problems. Therefore, the declassification of some ar-

chival fonds in the Khrushchev era contributed to the 

expansion of the source base of works. However, like 

all measures of the Thaw, the state of archival affairs is 

controversial. Classified fonds continued to be an inte-

gral part of it. In order to process materials from special 

funds, one needed to have permission from the security 

authorities, which was rarely issued. 

M. Khrushchev's significant reassessment of the 

administrative factor resulted in the establishment of an 

organizationally formalized coordination system for 

scientific research. In September 1958, the Presidium 

of the USSR Academy of Sciences approved a seven-

year work plan for the historical sciences, one of the 

main areas of which was the study of the history of the 

construction of socialism and communism in the 

USSR. In 1961, the Institute of History of the Ukrainian  

SSR Academy of Sciences began to operate problem-

atic scientific councils, the system of which was con-

stantly changing as new research areas emerged. These 

councils were involved in the development of current 

and long-term planning, supervised dissertation topics, 

and organized scientific conferences, sessions, and 

symposia. The importance of the latter as a means of 

communication in historical science increased signifi-

cantly in the second half of the 1950s. In addition to 

direct scientific results and the publication of confer-

ence proceedings, such events contributed to the for-

mation of an informal, uncontrolled climate among his-

torians [1, p. 120]. Thus, in 1960, Kyiv hosted the all-

Union conference on “The CPSU Activities on the In-

ternational Education of Workers in the Period of the 

Widespread Construction of Communism”. In 1961 the 

all-Union conference on “The CPSU and Mass Organ-

izations of Workers in the Period of the Widespread 

Construction of Communist Society” was held in Mos-

cow. The all-Union conference on “Changes in the So-

cial Structure of Soviet Society” [2] was hosted in Kyiv  

in 1965. Also, the conferences were held in Drohobych 

[3], Ivanovo [4], and other cities. 

The XX Congress of the CPSU openly assigned 

Soviet historians the status of “fighters of the ideologi-

cal front”. The year 1959 was marked by the creation 

of a special circular, which was marked “for official 

use” and published under the title “The main problems  

of the development of historical science in the Ukrain-

ian SSR for 1959-1965”. Of particular importance to 

this event is the fact that the document was prepared not 

by the Institute of History of the Academy of Sciences 

of the Ukrainian SSR or even by higher party bodies, 

but by a newly formed special Coordination Commis -

sion on History, which was subordinated to the Coordi-

nation Committee for Social Sciences, and which was 

accordingly entrusted with “coordinating” well-known 

functions. This resolution stimulated a number of activ-

ities. Thus, in July 1959, a meeting was held at the Cen-

tral Committee of the Communist Party of Ukraine, 

which set the task for historians of the Ukrainian SSR 

to “turn to the problems of the present, which are dic-

tated by the interests of the unfolding communist con-

struction”. The following year, in 1961, the CPSU Cen-

tral Committee adopted a resolution “On the Tasks of 

Party Propaganda in Modern Conditions" and its ana-

logue, the CPSU Central Committee resolution “On the 

State of Ideological Work in Ukraine and Measures to 

Improve It”. The resolution effectively mandated both 
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the research institutions of the Ukrainian SSR and uni-

versity science representatives to prioritize and concen-

trate on the examination of contemporary issues. It em-

phasized the creation of comprehensive works intended 

to “theoretically arm our personnel” and facilitate the 

practical resolution of the objectives associated with  

communist construction. 
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