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YK 378.147:811.111
FORMATION OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE LEXICAL COMPETENCE OF
MARINE ENGINEERING STUDENTS USING ONLINE PLATFORMS

Ovsyanko Ganna Valeriivna

Senior Instructor at the Department of Language Studies
Admiral Makarov National Shipbuilding University
Mykolaiv, Ukraine

Abstract: The article examines the process of developing foreign-language
lexical competence among marine engineering students in the course of studying
professional English. It justifies the importance of acquiring specialized terminology
for successful performance in the international maritime context. The study examines
the structure of lexical competence, the phases of its development, and contemporary
teaching approaches that involve online platforms. Particular emphasis is placed on
digital resources as tools for enhancing leamers’ motivation and fostering
independent study. The article also offers recommendations for incorporating game-
based and interactive techniques into the education of future marine engineers.

Keywords: foreign language lexical competence, marine engineering,

professional English, online platforms, Mantime English.

The modern maritime industry 1s characterized by a high level of
internationalization, which determines the need for specialists who are able to carry
out professional activities in English. For marine engineering students, proficiency in
English 1s a prerequisite for successful work with technical documentation,
international standards and professional communication in multinational crews.

Foreign language lexical competence 1s defined as the student’s ability to
correctly understand, select and use lexical units of a foreign language in accordance
with the professional context. For the field of marine engineering, this 1s primarily
terminology related to ship engines, power plants, safety systems, operation and

maintenance of ships.
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The structure of foreign language lexical competence includes:

- active vocabulary of professional vocabulary;

- passive vocabulary;

- grammatical correctness of the use of lexical units;

- phonetic competence, which 1s of particular importance for oral and
radio communication.

Modern approaches also include competence in the use of digital dictionaries
and specialized online platforms, which facilitates the integration of new vocabulary
into practical activities [1].

Teaching professional English for marine engineers at the Admiral Makarov
National Shipbuilding University combines traditional teaching methods with
interactive digital platforms, which allows students to effectively form lexical
competence and increase motivation for independent study of maritime terminology.

Modern research shows that the integration of online platforms, such as
Quizlet, Memrise and others, allows combining traditional teaching methods with
distance learning, stimulating the development of student independence and the
effectiveness of vocabulary acquisition [2].

The formation of lexical skills occurs in stages:

- Introduction of new vocabulary — familiarization with terms through
authentic texts and videos on professional topics.

- Consolidation and automation — using conditional communicative
exercises, interactive tests, flashcards and thematic dictionaries on the Quizlet or
Memrise platforms.

- Application 1n professionally oriented communicative situations — role-
playing games, modeling technical situations, discussing problems in English.

This approach allows you to gradually move from passive perception of
vocabulary to active use in professional communications.

Teaching experience at the Admiral Makarov National Shipbuilding University
shows that the integration of online platforms provides:

- access to authentic matenals:
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- individualization of learning;

- interactive exercises and testing for vocabulary automation;

- development of learning autonomy.

In addition to well-known resources such as Quizlet, Memrise, British Council
LearnEnglish and BBC Learning English, a number of other platforms are used to
effectively form the professional vocabulary of marine engineers:

- Anki1 — a system of personalized flashcards with repetition using the
spaced repetition algorithm, which allows to create thematic dictionaries of marine
terminology and monitor the acquisition of terms.

- Quizizz — interactive tests in a gamified format that are used to conduct
thematic tests on marine vocabulary.

- Kahoot! — quizzes and games that promote team consolidation of new
terms 1n a competitive format.

- Edpuzzle — interactive videos with built-in questions; allows to check
understanding of new terminology while watching technical videos about marine
engines and power plants.

- LingQ — a reading and listening platform with an integrated dictionary,
which allows to add new terms to personal dictionary and track progress in
vocabulary acquisition.

- VocabVictor and Cram - flashcards and vocabulary trainers for
reviewing professional vocabulary.

- Padlet / Google Jamboard — virtual boards for collaboration, where
students create dictionaries, discuss professional cases and perform group tasks.

Using these platforms allows to combine vocabulary input (Edpuzzle, LingQ),
consolidation and automation (Quizlet, Anki, Cram, Kahoot!) and application of
vocabulary in a professional context (Padlet, Nearpod). This approach ensures the
development of all components of lexical competence: reading, listening, writing and
speaking, and also increases student motivation and promotes the formation of
autonomous learning. It demonstrates the effectiveness of combining face-to-face and

distance learning using modern online platforms.
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Therefore, foreign language lexical competence is an important component of
the professional training of future marine engineers. Its effective formation is
possible if traditional teaching methods are combined with the use of modern online
platforms. The integration of digital resources into the educational process
contributes to the development of professional communicative competence, increases
students' motivation, ensures readiness to work In an international maritime
environment and allows adapting training to individual needs and the pace of
vocabulary acquisition.

The experience of teaching at the Admiral Makarov National Shipbuilding
University demonstrates that the integration of online platforms, textbooks and
practical exercises into the educational process effectively forms the professional
lexical competence of students and prepares them for real international maritime

operations.
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