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Foreign language lexical competence is an integral part of the professional 

training of students, especially in specialized fields such as marine engineering. In 

today's conditions of increasing competition in the labor market, graduates of 

engineering specialties in the field of marine engineering need to be fluent in a 

foreign language of professional orientation. Employers want to get highly qualified 

specialists who, in the process of their professional activities, will be able to 

communicate with foreign partners, use official, technical and specialized 

documentation. 

Industrial contacts, participation in scientific and practical seminars and 

conferences necessitate the development of communicative foreign language 

competence, which necessitates the development, first of all, of lexical competence 

and the study of terminological vocabulary. This means that the study of a foreign 
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language by future marine engineers should be aimed at accumulating and expanding 

vocabulary and terminological dictionary. 

The components of foreign language lexical competence are: 

Active vocabulary. Includes knowledge of key terms related to ship design, 

engine operation, safety systems and other components of marine engineering. 

Passive vocabulary. Contains words and terms that are understood in context, 

but are rarely used in speech. 

Grammatical awareness. Correct use of vocabulary in professional texts, such 

as technical instructions, reports and descriptions. 

Phonetic competence. Correct pronunciation of technical terms during oral 

communication, in particular in radio communication. 

The formation of lexical skills occurs in the following stages: introduction of 

new vocabulary, consolidation and automation of lexical skills and their application 

in real communication. 

The introduction of new vocabulary based on the text should be accompanied 

by clarity, giving definitions in a foreign language. Then, non-communicative and 

conditional-communicative exercises should be performed to consolidate the material 

and form students' skills in using vocabulary in professionally oriented 

communication. These exercises are aimed at mastering the form and meaning of a 

new lexical unit. These can be imitation exercises, substitution exercises, as well as 

exercises in choosing words by analogy, transformation exercises. 

Communicative exercises will be effective at the stage of applying vocabulary 

in real communication. At this stage, students willingly make a plan for the read text, 

write annotations, answer questions, retell the content, and perform scientific projects 

on a given topic. 

The acquired lexical and communicative skills can be used at student 

conferences, during discussions, and in project work. This algorithm for the 

formation of professionally oriented vocabulary allows you to form a dictionary of 

the discipline, which can be supplemented by students independently according to 

their needs in scientific activity and professional communication. 
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The following practical methods and means of teaching are used at the Admiral 

Makarov National University of Shipbuilding: 

- Using authentic materials. Technical documentation, drawings, 

instructions for ship mechanisms. Articles from international publications, such as 

Marine Engineering Review or Baltic Waters. 

- Situational learning. Imitation of professional situations. Solving 

technical problems on board a ship. Performing technical maintenance using foreign 

terminology. Radio communication with port services or crews of other ships. 

- Online resources and mobile applications. Platforms for studying 

professional English (for example, Maritime English or Marine Engineering 

Dictionary, where you can study professional vocabulary). Applications for studying 

technical vocabulary through interactive exercises. Quizlet – creating flashcards with 

marine terminology. Memrise – vocabulary training through interactive tasks. 

- Project method. Performing joint tasks, for example, preparing an 

English report on the technical condition of a vessel. Creating presentations on 

professional topics using foreign terminology. 

- Business correspondence. Practice writing technical reports, 

commercial proposals, e-mails. Studying the structure and style of official 

communication in the maritime industry. 

- Professional literature. Reading articles from marine engineering 

journals (Marine Engineering Review, Ship Technology). 

- Video materials. Viewing educational videos about the structure and 

functioning of ship mechanisms in English. 

- Associative memorization. Linking terms to relevant objects or 

processes. 

- Visualization. Using diagrams, charts, and drawings to explain new 

terms. 

- Creating thematic maps. Grouping terms into groups related to ship 

structure, engines, or navigation. 

- Discussions. Discussing technical innovations in the maritime industry. 
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Marine engineering is one of the most internationalized industries, where 

professional communication is carried out mainly in English. Working with technical 

documentation, International Maritime Organization standards, and other regulations 

requires in-depth knowledge of industry terminology. Improving lexical competence 

allows students to successfully work in international crews, read technical literature, 

and also undergo internships abroad. Effective integration of language into 

professional training will contribute to the formation of highly qualified specialists in 

the maritime industry. 

Methods for improving foreign language lexical competence of students in 

marine engineering should combine interactive, practical and innovative approaches. 

It is important to provide students with authentic materials, use modern technologies 

and integrate language into professional training. This will allow future engineers to 

be competitive in an international environment. 
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